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Elagabalus, associates with him his grandmother Maesa,
and his mother Sosemias, but says nothing about his aunt
Mamsea. Now if history may be credited, Mamsea had
embraced the Christian faith. The most explicit state-
ment of the fact is that by Orosius,17 " Cujus mater
Mammsea, Christiana, Originem presbyterum audire cura-
vit." Eusebius18 calls her a very pious woman (ywn
dtoorEfaGTarrj), and adds that cf Origen stayed with her some
time exhibiting innumerable matters calculated to promote
the glory of the Lord, and to evince the excellence of
divine instruction." St. Jerome also, though not assert-
ing that Mamsea was a Christian, calls her a religious
woman (femina reliffiosa), and says that she treated
Origen with the highest honour.19 Vincentius Lirinensis,
who nourished about A.D. 434*, also furnishes further
authority on this question/0 whilst several other writers21
speak in some manner of the Christianity of Mamsea, but
they belong to periods too remote from that of Severus
for their authority to be of any great weight. The
conferences of Mamsea with Origen have been assigned
by Tillemont22 to A.D. 218, four years before the accession
of her son to the throne.

17  Hist. vii. 18.

18  Hist. Ecdes. vi. 21.

19  " Sed  et illud  quod ad Mammseam  matrem Alexandri
iniperatoris, religiosam feminam rogatus venit Antiocliiam, et
summo honors habitus est"     De vii\ ilhtstr. 54:.

30 " Quam auteto non solum privatse condition!, sed ipsi quoque
fuerit reverendus imperio, declarant historian quce eum a mat re
Alexandri Iniperatoris acoitum ferunt; coelestis utique sapientias
merito CTIJUS ilia gratia et amore flagrabat." Commonit. cd.
Baluz., 2, p. 313.

21 Georgius Syucollua, Ch'tonogra^Ji. cd. reg. p. 358.
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